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St. JoHN ix. 3. 


Jeſus anſwered , Neither bath this Man finned 
nor bis Parents ; but that the Works of God 


ſhould be made manifeſt in him. 


by, he ſaw a Man which was blind from his 

Birth ; And his Diſciples asked him, ſayi 
Maſter, who did fin, this Man, or his Parents, that he 
was born blind ? Jeſus anſwered, Neither hath, &c. 

For the right Underſtanding of which Anſwer of 
our Saviour's, we muſt firſt inquire into the Ground 
and Meaning of the Diſciples Queſtion ; Maſter, who 
did fin, this Man, or his Parents, that he was born 
blind ? 

And the Ground and Reaſon of their Queſtion ſeems 
to be an Opinion which they had entertained, That 
the good and-evil Things of this Life were, by the 
Divine Providence, always proportioned to Men ac- 
cording to their different Deſerts ; And particularly, 
that whenever God ſent upon any Man any ſore 
and extraordinary Afﬀidction , ſome great Offence 
a extraordinary Provocation was always the Reaſon 
OT It, - 

And this indeed is an Opinion that is too generally 
received in the World, and is the Occaſion of thoſe 


raſh and uncharitable Cenſures, which People are too 
B apt 


HE Occaſion of theſe Words may be ſeen 
in the foregoing»Verſes : As Jeſus paſſed 
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apt to paſs upon others, from the Conſideration of 
the evil Things which they ſee do. befall them in 
this Lite. 

They can hardly farbear thinking that Man, a 
great Sinner,whom they ſee very ſorely afflicted, altho' 
they rhemſelves know nothing that he has done amits; 
nor perhaps ever heard any thing ill of him : But 
the- Judgment of God, they preſume, 1s right ; and 
they take it for granted, that he would not have 
inflicted ſuch Puniſhment upon any Man, it he had 
not well deſerved it. 

So the Inhabitants of the Iſland on which St. Pal 
was Shipwrack'd, argued with refpe&t to him, when 
a Viper out of the Fire had faſtned on him; As 
28. 4. When the Barbarians ſaw the venomaus Beaſt 
hang on his Hand, they ſaid among themſelves, wo doubt 
this Man is a Murderer, whom, tho he hath eſcaped 
the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffereth not to live. 

And thus alſo the Diſciples ſeem to have thought, 
viz. That ſuch a great Calamity as Blindneſs, would 
not have been ſent upon any Man, but tor ſome very 
great Fault; tho what the Fault was, or where the 
Fault lay, they could not guels. 

Had the Man been ſuddenly ſtruck with Blindneſs, 
they would have made no doubt but that it was a 
Pr Mem of God upon him, for ſome great Crime 
that he himſelf had committed ; altho' they had not 
becn able to name the particular. 

But his Caſe was extraordinary, for he was born 
Blind ; ſo that the Calamity was ſent upon him be» 
tore he could have done any Thing to deſerve it; 
And ſo what Account to give of this, they could 
got tell. 

But 
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But they ſeem to have heard of rhe Opinion of 


the Pythagoreans (which was embraced alſo by ſome Gra. in Lec. 


among the Jews) who held that there is a Tranſ- 
migration of Souls from one Body to another ; fo 
that, conſequently, every Man that is born into the 
World, had a Pre-cxiſtence in ſome former State. 
And it this Opinion were true, they could not tell, 
but that this Man's Blindneſs from his Birth, might 
be a Puniſhment ſent upon him by God, for his Miſ- 
behaviour in that former State which he was in. 

Or it not ſo; yet they remembred, that it was 
threatned in their own Law, that God would ſome- 
times viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon their Chil- 
dren. And fo they could not tell but that this 
Blindneſs of the Child was deſigned as a Puniſhment 
to his wicked Parents, and that the Sin of the Father 
or Mother was, hereby, viſited on their Son. 

One or tother of theſe, they took for granted, 
was the Cauſe of this Man's Blindneſs; viz. either 
that it was a Judgment of God upon him for the 
Wickedneſs of his Parents ; or elſe, for ſome great 
Crime committed by himſelf, in ſome State that his 
Soul had formerly been in, before it was united to 
this Body : And therefore they came to our Saviour 
to be reſolved which of them it was. Maſter, fay 
they, Who did fin, this Man, or his Parents, that he 
was born blind ? 

In Anſwer to which Queſtion, our Saviour, wiſely 
avoiding to fatisfie their Curioſity in a Point that it 
was needleſs for them to know ; viz. Whether the Soul 
has any Exiſtence, or is capable of contracting any 
Guilt, before it comes into the Body ; tells them that 
they had miſ-ſtated the Caſe ; that the Queſtion ſhould 
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apt to paſs upon others, from the Conſideration of 
the evil Things which they ſee do. befall them in 
this Lite. | 

They can hardly forbear thinking that Man, a 
great Sinner,whom they ſee very ſorely afflicted, altho' 
they themſelves know nothing that he has done amis; 
nor perhgps ever heard any #hing ill of him : But 
the Judgment of God, they. preſume, 1s right ;.and 
they take it for granted, that he would not have 
, inflicted ſuch Pvniſhment upon any Man, it he ha 
not well deſerved it. : 

So the Inhabitants of the Iſland on which St. Pax/ 
was Shipwrack'd, argued with reſpect to him, when 
a Viper out of the Fire had faſtned on him; 4s 
28. 4. When the Barbarians ſaw the venomaus Beaſt 
hang on his Hand, they ſaid among themſelves, no doubt 
this Man is a Murderer, whom, tho he hath eſcaped 
the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffereth not to live. 

And thus alſo the Diſciples ſeem to have thought, 
viz. That ſuch a great Calamity as Blindneſs, would 
not have been ſent upon any Man, but for ſome very 
great Fault; tho' what the Fault was, or where the 
Fault lay, they could not gueſs. 4 

Had the Man been ſuddenly ſtruck with Blindneſs, 
they would have made no doubt but that it was a 
nt Mira of God upon him, for ſome great Crime 
that he himſelf had committed ; altho' they had not 
been able to name the particular. 

But his Caſe was extraordinary, for he was born 
Blind ; ſo that the Calamity was ſent upon him be» 
tore he could have done any Thing to deſerve it; 
And fo what Account to give of this, they could 
got tell. 

But 
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But they ſeem to have heard of rhe Opinion of 


the Pythagoreans (which was embraced alſo by ſome G74. in Lec. 


among the Jews) who held that there is a Tranſ- 
migration of Souls from one Body to another ; fo 
that, conſequently, every Man that is born into the 
World, had a Pre-cxiſtence in ſome former State. 
And if this Opinion were true, they could not tell, 
but that this Man's Blindneſs from his Birth, might 
be a Puniſhment ſent upon him by God, for his Miſ- 
behaviour in that former State which he was in. 

Or if not ſo; yet they remembred, that it was 
threatned in their own Law, that God would ſome- 
times viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon their Chil. 
dren. And fo they could not tell but that this 
Blindneſs of the Child was deſigned as a Puniſhment 
to his wicked Parents, and that the Sin of the Father 
or Mother was, hereby, viſited on their Son. 

One or tother of theſe, they took for granted, 
was the Cauſe of this Man's Blindneſs ; viz. either 
that it was a Judgment of God upon him for the 
Wickedneſs of his Parents; or elſe, for ſome great 
Crime committed by himſelf, in ſome State that his 
Soul had formerly been in, before it was united to 
this Body : And therefore they came to our Saviour 
to be reſolved which of them it was. Maſter, fay 
they, Who did fin, this Man, or his Parents, that he 
was born blind ? 

In Anſwer to which Queſtion, our Saviour, wiſely 
avoiding to fatisfie their Curioſity in a Point that it 
was needleſs for them to know ; viz. Whether the Soul 
has any Exiſtence, or is capable of contracting any 
Guilt, before it comes into the Body ; tells them that 
they had miſſtated the Caſe ; thatthe Queſtion ſhould 


B z not 
” 


A Sermon Preach'd before 


not have been,- Whether this Man's Blindneſs was a 
Judgment or Puniſhment inflicted on him, for his 
own, or for his Parents Sin ; But whether it was at 
all deſigned for a Puniſhment of Sin ; Or, whether 
it was inflicted for ſome other Cauſe? for that the 
temporal Evils that befall Men, are not always for 
Puniſhment , but are ſometimes deſigned: for quite 
other Purpoſes; And that this laſt was the Caſe of 
the Man they had asked about. Jeſus anſwered, nei- 
ther hath this Man frnned nor his Parents; that is, it 
is not any. extraordinary Wickedneſs, either in this 
Man, or his Parents, that was the Reaſon of his Blind- 
neſs; but it was, that the Works of God ſhould be made 
manifeſt in him. 

The meaning of which laſt Clauſe, as ſpoken with 
a particular reſpe&t to the Blind Man, I take to be 
this ; That he was therefore born blind, to give Oc- 
caſion to our Saviour to exert and manifeſt his Power, 
in the miraculous Cure of ſuch a Defect, or Imper- 
feftion in the Body of this Man, as by any natural 
Means or Remedies that could be ufed, was altoge- 
ther incurable ; and thereby to give an undeniable 
Proof, that he was indued with a divine Power, and 
conſequently that he was the Meſtah. He was there- 
fore born blind, that the Power of our Saviour ſhould 
be manifeſted in him. 

But as the Words my be generally underſtood, 
and applied to any other Cale of the like Nature,the 
Meaning is this ; That when any temporal Evil or 
Affliction befalls any Man, which is not deſigned for 
a Puniſhment of his Sin, and to make him an Ex- 
ample of the divine Vengeance : it is not however 
by any Overſight or Careleſneſs of Providence that 


he 
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he is fo afflicted ; But that there is always ſome other 
good and wiſe End of Providence deſigned to be 
ſerved by it. Neither. hath this Man finned, nor his 
Parents ; that is, they have not either of them fo 
ſinned, as that he ſhould be born blind, for a Pu- 
niſhment of his awn or their Sin ; ut he was there- 
fore tbrn blind, that the Works of God ſhould be made 
manifeſt in bim,  ; 

From the. Words thus explained, I ſhall take Occa- 
ſion, very briefly, to do theſe two Things. 


I. To ſhew that the temporal Evils which befall 
Men, are not always inflifted upon them as 
Puniſhments for Sin. ' 

IT, To ſhew what other wiſe Ends of Providence; 
the temporal Evils and Aflitions that befall 
good Men, do ſerve for. 


I. I ſhall ſhew that the temporal Evils which be- 
fall Men, are not always inflicted upon them as Pu- 
niſhments for Sin. Neither hath this Man ſinned, nor 
bis Parents, that he ſhould be born blind ; fays our 
Saviour. 

And what. was: true in his - Caſe; is undoubtedly 
trac in a great many others; And the Holy Scripture 
it ſelf furniſhes us with ſeveral Examples of this kind. 
But that of Job being one of the moſt remarkable 
ones, I ſhall at preſent inſtance only in that. 

Where, firſt of all, we may take notice of the 
Character that is given of him, by the Holy Spirit 
of God; Job 1. 1. That Man was perfeft and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eſchewed Evil* So far 
was he from being a greater Sinner than others, that, 


- on the contrary, there was none upon Earth, at that 
time, 


A frm Preach'd before 


time, ſo good as he. Faſt thou, ſays God himſelf, 
conſidered my Servant Job, that there is none like him 
in the Earth > Job 1.8. Certainly then, it any Man 
could even merit to be exempred , even from the 
common Miſeries and *Calamities of Humane Life, it 
was he. And yet it pleaſed God ,to order it quite 
otherwiſe; And in him that Obſervation of the Wiſe 
Man was ſtrictly verified , That there be Fuſt Me, 
unto whom it happeneth according to the Work of the 
Wicked. 

For, if in the next place, we take notice of the 
Afﬀlictions which befell this good Man ; I believe we 


may truly ſay, that there is no Example of any, the 
greateſt Sinner that ever lived, that was fo hardly 


dealt by, as he was. | 
Sometimes, indeed, a mighty Oppreſlor is forced 
In 


to diſgorge his ill gotten Wealt 


and is on afudden, 
from-the greateſt Plenty, reduced to the moſt Miſe- 
rable Want. Sometimes, again, a notorious Sinner, 
who eſcapes in.his own Perſon, is puniſhed very ſe- 
verely in his Children; and has his Puniſhment multi- 
plied, by enduring, in the Miſery of every one of 
them, whom he loves as himſelf, as much Pain and 
Torment, as he would do, if the Calamity that befell 
them had befallen himſelf. And again, The Puniſh- 
ments that are inflicted upon Men in this Life, by the 
divine Providence, are commonly fingle, either miſe- 
rable Want and Poverty, or ſome painful Sickneſs, or 
notſom Diſeaſe, or perhaps a violent or untimely 
Death. And when any of theſe Evils befalls any Man, 
we can ſcarcely torbear crying -out, A Judgment ! 
A Judgment ! Surely this Man was a great Sinner, 
or elſe-he would not have been ſo afflicted ! 
What 
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What then ſhould we have thought of a Man, in 
whom all theſe Miferies and Aﬀi&tions were uaited, 
as they were in Job? Who was, one Day, the greateſt Tov'x. 4. 
of all the Men of the Eaft, having ſeven thouſand Sheep, 
and three thouſand Camels, and froe bundred Toke. of 
Oxen, and five hundred fhe Aſſes, and a very great 
Houſe-bold ; and the next day was bereft of all his 1 * **: 
Subſtance, and left as naked as he came out of his Mo+ Job 24% 
thers Womb; who was, one Day, bleſſed with ten 
hopeful Children, who were very obedient to their 
Father, and very loving to-one another ; and the next 
Day, was deprived 'of them all at once, and that 
too, by a violent Death, by the Fall of an Houſe up- Job x- 19+ 
on their Heads. And it added not a little to the 
Greatneſs of theſe Aﬀlictions, that they came all up- 
on him ſuddenly, when no fuch Evils were foreſeen, 
or could reaſonably: be feared ; and that they happen- 
ed all at the ſame time, the Meſſenger of one ill piece 
of News, having ſcarcely told his Tale, before he was Job 1: 16, 
ſucceded by another, the Meſlenger of a worſe. 7s af. 
But hitherto he had fuffered only in hus Eſtate, and 
in his Children; but it was not long before he was 
brought to futfer likewiſe in his own Perſon ; and Job 2.6. 
that tvo in the worſt Manner that. the Devil hunſelf 
could deviſe; in ſuch'a Manner, as perhaps no other 
Man either before- or: fince. hath ever ſuffered; being 
fauittenall over with fore Boyls, from the ſole of his Foot Job 2. 6, 5. 
wnto bis Crown, fo that he had not one ſound Part in 
his whole Body. 
And who would not have thought this. Evil, efpe- 
cially when added tall the others aforementioned, a 
ſufficient indication of God's high Diſplealure againſt 
him 2 Who. that had ſeen ſuch a miſerable Object, « 
c 


<AR——_ 


8 


A Sermon Preached before 


Job 4. 7. &fc. 


e, 3, 4+ 11+ 6, 


Job a, 6. 


Job 3. 2. &«. 


he then was, ' would not have concluded, as his 
Friends then did, that all theſe Calamities were cer- 
tain Expreſſions and fure Tokens of God's ſevereſt 
Vengeance upon him, for ſome great and crying (ins, 
well known to "God, although concealed from tha 
World ? 

"Tis true indeed, all this while his own Life was 
ſpared ; the Devil had no Permiſſion from God to 
touch that; and he was not, as ſome notorious Sin- 
ners ſometimes are, taken off by an untimely Death. 
But his Afﬀiction was not the leſs, but much the 
you for this; for though an untimely Death, to 
uch as live in Eaſe, and Plenty, and Proſperity, and 
Sin, may be juſtly reckoned a Misfortune ; yet moſt 
certainly, to fuch as are good Men, and yet are in 
extreme Want or Pain or Miſery, it is a great Hap- 
pineſs to be delivered out of their fad and wretched 
ſtate, tho' it be by Death. And fo this good Man 
thought it would have been to him, and therefore, 
as patient as he was, could not forbear curſing the 
Day wherein he was born to endure fuch Miſery, and 
heartily wiſhing for Death to put an End to it; 
Wherefore, \aies he, s —_ given to him that is in 
Miſery, and Life unto the bitter in Soul> Which long 
for Death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than 
for hid Treaſures > Which rejoyce exceedingly, and are 
glad when they can find the Grave > Job 3. 20, 21, 22. 

Thus you ſee, that all thoſe Miſeries and Calami- 
ties of Life, which when they ſingly befal Men, are 
ſometimes Ads and Expreſſions of the divine Venge- 
ance upon them, for ſome great and crying Sins, 
did all together befall this good Man ; of whom yet, 
in the midſt of his Calamity, God himlſelt gives this 
excellept 
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excellent Character, Job 2. 3. And the Lord ſaid 
wnto Satan, haſt thou confidered my Servant Job, that 
there is none like him in the Earth, a perfeft and an up. 
right Man, one that feareth God and eſcheweth Evil > 
And flill he holdeth faſt his Integrity, altho' thou mov- 
eſt me againſt him, to deſtroy him without a Cauſe. 
And this one Example alone, is, 1 think, a ſfuffici- 
ent Proof of the firſt Point I was to ſpeak to ; which 
was to ſhow that the temporal Evils which befall 
Men, are not always inflifted upon them as Puniſh- 
ments for Sin. 
But the Day we are here met together upon, may 
likewiſe furnith ns with another great Example of it, 
in our late _ Soveraign King CHARLES 1, 
And we ſhould be mfurtous to his Memory, if we 
ſhould not, now at this time, briefly reflet there- 
npon. Of whom we may fay, as was ſaid of Fob, 
t he was a perfeft and upright Man, One that feared 
God and efchewed Evil; for even his greateſt Ene- 
mies, his wicked Murtherers, conld not charge him 
with any Vice or Immorality; - or even with 
any Frailty or Infirmity, but ſuch as might be 'con- 
Giffent with Integrity of Heart and Mind ; And of 
whom, if we conſider him as a King, we may, I 
think, truly fay, ( for what Profit can there be 
in flattering the Dead 2 eſpecially One, whom a 
great many now adays make it their Buſineſs; and,., 
I ſuppoſe, hope to find their Intereſt in it, to blacken 
and defame? ) as was faid of good King Foftab ; Like , Kings 23-26: 
wito him, was there no K " ore him : May there, af- i 
ter him, ariſe many like him. 
A King, that could not by the ſoftneſs of his 
Education, nor by the Eaſe and Plenty of a Courr, 
C nor i 
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Rom. 3. 23. 


Ecclel. 7. 20. 


"2 Kings 22+ 2. 


nor by the many bad Examples that were ever before 
his Eyes, of thoſe who had greater Reſtraints upon 
them than he had, be tempted to any Luxury, or 
Exceſs, or Extravagance in his way of Living. 

A King, whom the Pleaſures of Senſe ( of which 
he had; or might have had as great a ſhare as any ) 
could not make in love with Pleaſure, or fond 
of this. World ; and whom the Multitude of Cares 
and Bufineſs that attend a Crown could not make 
to negle ,or omit his conſtant Exerciſe of Devo- 
£10N. 

A King, that naturally cared for his Subjects, and 
pitied them as a Father does his Children ; that 
readily condeſcended to any thing that he thought 
was for their Good ; and would have granted more 
than he did to them, if he could have done ir, 
without betraying the Rights of the Crown, where- 
with he was intruſted; and ( which he valued 
more,) the Intereſt of Religion ; And indeed+rather 
than do either of theſe, he was contented to loſe, 
not only his Crown from off. his Head, but his 
Head too. 

Such was the Saint of the Day, whoſe Memo- 
ry we now celebrate, and whoſe Death we lament. 
A Sinner indeed we can't deny him to be, in the 
ſame Senſe in which the Scripture ſays, that all 
Men are Sinners; and that there 7s not a Juſt Man 
upon Earth, that doth Good, and finneth not ; But ex- 
cepting only the Weakneſſes of Humane Nature, and 
ſ{uch ſhips and infirmitzes as the beſt Men are liable to; 
we may truly fay of him,as was likewiſe faid of Joftah, 
that He did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lord, and turned not afide to the right Hand, or 


to the left. And 
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And yet to this juſt Man it happened according to 
the Work of the Wicked ; or rather, much worſe. 
For tho' there have been many cruel Tyrants, and 
bloody Perſecutors, and Monſters: of' Wickedneſs, 
which have” been made Examples to the World of 
the divine Vengeance ; yet hardly hath it happened 
even to the worſt of them, ſo ill, as it did to this, 
the beſt of Kings, and the beſt of Men. 

They have indeed, ſome of them, been overpowered 
by ſome neighbouring Prince , diſplaced from their 
Government, and driven into Exile ; And they have, 
others of them, been riſen up againſt by their own 
oppreſſed Subjects, and either ſlain in Battel, or elſe, 
being overcome, they have been depoſed from their 
Kingly Power, ſhut up in Priſon, and ſecretly Mur- 
thered ; the juſt and wile Providence of God fo per- 
mitting it to be : But in all Hiſtory, I believe there 
is no Example parallel to this in every ReſpeR, ſcarcely 
any like it ; That a Soveraign King, even while he 
was owned a King, fhould have an Army of his Sub- 
jeas, levied in his Name, and, as *twas pretended, 
by his Authority , againſt his, Perſon ; That they 
that endeavoured to depoſe and kill him, ſhould yet 
give out that they were fighting for him; And 
that , when they had .got him - 1nto their Power, 
they ſhould ſet up a Court of Judicature upon 
him, compoſed out of his own Subjects, who had 
tworn Allegiance to him ; That there , they ſhould 
formally Arraign and Try him againſ{ whom only 
Treaſon could be committed , tor the Crime of 
High Treaſon ; And that at laſt they ſhould pro- 
ceed fo far in their Hypocritical lmpiety, as to pals 
Sentence of Death on him, from whom only the 

C. 2 Judges 
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Eccheſ, 5: 1, 2, 


Judges of Life and Death could legally derive their 


Power ; and to Execute, asa Villainous Malefactor, 
the Father of their Countrey , their rightful Lord 
and Soveraign. 

The Evils that he ſuffered , confidered in then 
ſelves, were as great as could well be endured; bat 
the Manner in which they were inflicted, and the Per- 
ſons from whom he ſuffered them, were highly ag- 
gravating Ingredients in his Affliction ; fo that all 
things conſidered , perhaps no Man (our Lord and 
Saviour only excepted) did ever ſuffer more. 

And now from theſe two great and notable Ex- 
amples, I hope, we are ſufficiently convinced, that 
the temporal Aflitions which befall Men, are not 
always certain Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure ; nor al- 
ways deſigned for the Puniſhment of their Sin, upon 
whom they are fent. 

And what we ſhould learn from the Conſideration 
of this Point, is, To beware how we paſs a Judg- 
ment upon any Man , +from what. betalls him in 
this Life; Becauſe ſuch Judgment, if it be not 
falſe, is, at the beſt, raſh and uncertain ; and we 
cannot, as the Wiſe Man fays, know Love or Hatred 
by all that is before w; for. all things come alike 
to all, and there is one Event to the Righteous and 
to the Wicked. And tho* nothing comes to paſs by 
Chance; and no Evil of any kind, ever befalls any 
Man, but by the Deſignation of the divine Provi- 
dence ; yet the very fame Event, which to one 
Man is an Expreſſion of God's Anger, to another 
Man may be an Inſtance and Token of his Kind- 
neſs; and therefore, when we cannot certainly tell 
which it is, Charity obliges us to believe the beſt. 

Aud 
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' And this leads me to the Second thing propoun- | 
ded ; which was, 


Il. To ſhew whar other wife Ends of Providence 
are ſerved by the temporal Evils and Afflidtions which 
befall Men. Neither hath this Man finned , nor his 
Parents, that he was born blind, Zut that the Works 
of God ſbould be made manifeſt in him. 


And what was faid of this Man's Blindneſs is as 
true of any other worldly Evil that at any time 
befalls any Man ; If ir be not intended for Puniſh- 
ment (as it is not always) there are ſome other 
Works of God that may be manifeſted thereby : 
ſome other wife Ends of Providence that 'tis de- 
ſigned for. | 

Bat in difcourſing on ' this Head , it would be 

t Preſumption to pretend to mention: all the 
Ends of Providence, in any of its Diſpenſations; 


ſeeing the Righteouſneſs of God is like the great Moun« Plal. 36:6; 
tains, and his Judgments are a great Deep, and 'bis gn. ., 


Ways paſt finding out. Nevertheleſs there are two 
Ends of Providence, which are general; and which, 
I believe, we may fay, are always deſigned in all 
the Aﬀititions of good Men, beſides others which 
may be ſpecial and iar to ſome'Caſes, or 
which we may not have Wiſdom enough to di- 
ſcera ; viz. 1x. The ſpiritual Improvement of the 
Perſons afflicted, whereby they will be intitled to 
a greater Reward in Heaven : And, 2. The Bene- 
fir of others, who beholding their good Example, 
may be thereby both direted and encouraged in 
the Practice of thoſe Vertues which are proper to 
an afflicted State. 

x, One 
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1. One'End of Providence; in ſending Afﬀidctions 
upon good Men, is: for their ſpiritual Improvement 
in Grace and Vertue, whereby they will be inti- 
tled to a greater Reward in the other World. For 
there is no Man ſo good, but he may be madebetter, 
and there is no one State of Life, in which there is 
Opportunity of exerciſing all Vertues ; And there- 
fore tho? a Man be as perfe(t as any Man can' be, 
in that State wherein he now is; yet it he be called 
to another State, and hath Trial made of him ano- 
ther Way, he may, and- if he acquits himſelf well, 
he will thereby be rendred more perfect. 

And accordingly, 'tis obſerved by. the Apoſtle, 
Hcb,2.10.that even our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour him- 
ſelf was made perfett through Sufferings ; and Heb.5.$. 
that though he were a Sane he learned Obedience by the 
Things which be ſuffered : And that this ſame is the 
Deſign of God in the Chaſtiſement and Corre&tion 
of all his Sons , we are told by the ſame Apoſtle, 
Heb. 12. 10, 11. He chaſtneth us for our Profit, that 
we might be Partakers of his Holineſs. And though 
no Chaſtning fot the preſent, ſeemeth to be joyous, | 
grievous ; nevertheleſs afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able Fruit of Righteouſneſs unto them which are exer- 
ciſed thereby, 

And upon this Account the Holy Pſalmiſt thank- 
fully acknowledges the Kindneſs of God, in laying 
Affliftions upon him, Pſal. 119. 71. 1t is good for 
me that I have been afflited ; that I might learn thy 
Statutes. And the Apoſtle exborts us, to count it al 

y, when we fall into divers Temptations ; knowing 
this, that the Trying of our Faith worketh Patience ; And 
let Patience, ſays he, have her perfett Work, that ye may 
be perfett and intire, wanting nothing. | So 
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So that to what was-ſaid betore,, that temporal 
Adverſities and Afflitions are not always Marks of 
God's. Diſpleaſure, we may. now add this;. that when 
they befall good Men, they are Tokens and Ex- 
preſlions of his Kindneſs. He means thereby to make 
them more perfc& in Holineſs, that ſo they may be 
capable of a more perfe&t Happineſs ; theſe light Af- 
flitions which are but for a Moment, working for them 
a. far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory : as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 4. 17. For the more they 
are tried, the more they will be refined and. purified. 
And the greater Difficulties.they are put to encounter, 
being enabled by the divine Grace to conquer them, 
their Victory will be ſo much the greater, when they 
overcome.; and. their Crown will be ſo much the 
more glorious, 

And therefore: our Saviour pronounces a Bleſled- 
neſs to ſuch as are reviled and perſecuted; and com- 
mands his Diſciples rather to rejoyce, than to be caſt 
down, when ſuch things happen to them, . Mat. 5. 10, 
11, 12. Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for. Righ- 
teouſneſs ſake ; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you and perſecute 
you--- Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
Reward in Heaven. 

And that this was one End and Deſign of Provi- 
dence in the Afﬀliftions of our late martyred Sove- 
raign King CHARLES the Firſt, cannot be doubted 
by thoſe who reflect upon his Carriage and Deport- 
ment under his Afflictions. 

' An excellent Man, indeed, he was before ;- But ne- 
vertheleſs we. may truly affirm , that he was much 
improved and bettercd by his Sufferings. And of his 

. Profiting 
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Profiting under them; all they were Witneſſes (not 
only his Servants, his Chaplains, his Friends ; but 
even his Enemies) who attended him in his Reſtraints, 
and have given Teſtimony to the World of his Piety 
* 'E:y Ben. 2nd Meekneſs and Patience and Charity. And that 
es; / Excellent Book * compoted by himfelf, in the time of 
HirSaced He. his Diſtreſſes, will, 1 fuppoſe, be an everlaſting Evi- 
jeſh in bis Soli- dence thereof t# after Ages , notwithftanding the 
_— 5 Endeavours that have been fo uſed by fome 
to prove it ſpurious ; and the Confidence of a late 
Life of John Author aſſerting it to be fo, without either producing 
-- -— aq wy new Evidence for the Proof of his Affertion; or” 
oftering one Word in Anſwer to thoſe juſt and ratio- 
py nal Exceptions that had been made before to thoſe 
—_— only Teſtimonies which he infifts upon, to prove it 
2d Edition, a Forgery ; Or making any Exceptions to thoſe later 
tans, 269% —_— that have been produced to prove- it Au- 
thentick. 

But (to vfe his own Phraſe) We may ceaſe to wonder 
that He ſhould have the Boldneſs, without Proof, 
and againſt Proof, to deny the Authority of this 
Book, who is fuch an Infidel as to doubt, and is 
Shameleſs and impudent enough, even in Print, and 

Life of J. Mil- in a Chriſtian Coumrey, publickly ro affront our 
©D, -51, 92+ Holy Religion, by declaring his Doubt, That ſeveral 
Pieces under the Name of Chrift and his Apoſtles,he muſt 
mean thoſe now received by the whole Chriſtian 
Church, for I know of no other, are ſuppoſititions ; 
alths through the Remoteneſs of thofe Ages, the Death 
of the Perſons concerned, and the Decay of other Monu- 
ments which might give us true Information, the Spuri- 
oaſueſs thereof is yet undiſcovered. 


—_ 


And 
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And \'tis much to be feared that all your pious 
Deſigns and Endeavours to ſuppreſs Vice and Immo- 
rality (for which, if they ſucceed according to the 
Hopes of all good Men, you will highly deſerve the 
Bleſſing, not only of the preſent Age, but of all Po- 
ſterity too, which will inherit a Bleſſing by your 
Means ; 'tis, Ifay, much to be feared, that theſe your 
pious Deſigns and Endeavours) will not have altoge- 
ther ſo good an-Effect as might be wiſhed ; fo long 
as the Foundation of alt R d Religion is ſo openly 
ſtruck at, and the publick Records and Evidences of 
our Chriſtianity, are, without Controul or Cenlure, 
(uffered to be called in Queſtion ; For if any of the 
Pieces (as he calls them) under the Name of Chrif 
and his Apoſtles , which are received by the whole 
Chriſtian Church, as Portions of divine Revelation, 
are ſpurious and ſuppofititious, who can tell bur that 
thoſe which forbid Swearing and Drunkenneſs, and 
Fornication,and Adultery,and other abominable Luſts 
not fit to be named, are fo, as well as thoſe (which 1 
ſuppoſe this Author chiefly aims at) which deliver to 
us the Dodrine of the Trinity, and other Articles 
of our Chriſtian Faith 2 And therefore ſeeing the hea» 
venly DoQtrines, and.the pure and perfect Precepts 
of Chriſtianity are both built upon the ſame Founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Teſus Chriſt himſelf 
being the chief Corner Stone ; it this Foundation be 
peck'd at and undermined, and ſo weakened, that one 
Part of the Building falls to the Ground, 1 doubt it 
will be impoſlible,by any Art, to uphold the other.---- 
But to return to my Subject---- 

2. Another End of God's Providence in ſending 
AfliQtions upon good Men, is for the Benefit ot 

D others ; 
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others ; who beholding their good Example, may be 
thereby both directed and encouraged in the Pratice 
of thoſe Vertues which . are proper to an afflicted 
State. | 

This was: probably the Reaſon of Job's Afflictions ; 
This moſt certainly was one Reaſon why the Hiſtory 
thereof, and of his Behaviour under them is recorded 
in the Holy Scripture; that by his Example others 
might be incited ro the like Patience and Submiſſion 
=" "x divine Will, under all the Adverſities of this 
Lite. 

Nay this was, in part, the Deſign even of our Sa- 
viour's Sufferings, as we are told by St. Peter, x Pet.z. 
21. Chriſt alſo ſuffered for you, leaving you an Example, 
that ye ſhould follow his Steps. © | 

And therefore, this alſo, we may reaſonably think, 
was one End and Deſign of Providence, in the AMi- 
tions of our late martyred Soveraign, whoſe Me- 
mory we this Day celebrate. 

For to excite Men to the Practice of difficult Ver- 
tues, there is need, not only of Precept todireCt, and 
of Promile to ſtir up. their Endeavours ; but likewiſe 
of Example ; toſhow them that the Duties comman- 
ded them are not impracticable ; and thereby to en- 
courage them to do their utmoſt, inan Aſſurance that 
their Labour ſhall not be in vain. 

And the Example of Kings and great Perſons being 
generally the moſt taken Notice of ; and alſo, upon 
other Accounts more influential than the Examples 
of meaner Men ; it was agreeable to the Goodneſs 
of God, and the Wiſdom of Providence, to chuſe him 
out for this purpoſe, that he might be an excellent 
Example to his own, and to all ſucceeding Apges,of all 
the 
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the Graces and Virtues, that are proper to almoſt 
every State and Condition of Lite that Men can be 
in; And: to this End, it was expedient that God 
ſhould expoſe him to divers Temptations, and put 
him upon almoſt every kind of Trial. In all which 
he acquitted himſelt bravely, like a Man, and like 
a Chriſtian. 

For in his Proſperity, he was not high-minded ; 
he did not truſt in uncertain Riches ; he did not for- 
get God; he did not deſpiſe the Poor ; he was guilty 
of no Exceſs in the Uſe of ſenſual Pleaſures. So. that 
in him, amidſt the Glories of a Crown, and the Splen- 
dor and Plenty of a Court, you might have ſeen all 
that Humility, that Temperance, that Chaſtity, that 
Contempt of the World, that Mortification and Selt- 
denial,and that ſtrit and regular Piety. and Devotion, 
which might be expeRted, but is not always found 
everrin a Religious Cloyſter. 

And yet in his Adverſity, when it pleaſed God to 
make Trial of him that Way, he was no leſs an emi» 
nent Example of all the Vertues and Graces that are 
proper to that State. Indeed had he been always 
bred up in the School of Adverſity , he could not 
have born his Afﬀidtions better than he did; And 
this Conſideration adds very much to the Excellence 
of his Example ; becauſe his Afflitions, as they were 
very grievous in themſelves, ſo they were alfo highly 
aggravated by their ſucceeding to a State of the grea- 
teſt Plenty and Proſperity. For tis no ſuch great 
Matter for a poor Man to be contented, if he was 
always poor, and was bred up hardly from the Be- 
ginning ; Nor 1s it ſo much Commendat;on to a. Man 
to bear any Affliction patiently, after he hath been 
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a long while uſed to it ; But the greateſt Trial of a 
Man's Vertue, is in bearing well a great Change of 
his Condition for the worſe ; And when from Plenty 
he is reduced to Want ; from great Proſperity, to 
miſerable Adverſity ; from the higheſt Honour, to 
the vileſt Diſgrace ; if then he acquits himſelf well, 
and bears this great Change of his Fortune with 
Meekneſs and Equanimity, he becomes an excel- 
lent Pattern to the World, of the moſt difficult and 
heroick Vertues. 

Such therefore was that Prince whoſe Memory 
we now celebrate ; Who was exaatly the ſame in all 
Conditions 3; and ſhewed 'himſelf even at the firſt 
Trial, a perfe&t Maſter of all thoſe Vertues which 
are ſuitable to an afflicted State, which others can 
ſcarcely learn after they have been long in it. Such 
was his Piety, that in every thing that happened to 
him, he-meckly reſigned himſelf to the divine Will; 
and chearfully ſubmitted to whatever God was plea- 
ſed to lay upon him, in a firm Belief that what God 
ordered was beſt. And fuch was his Charity, that 
he freely forgave the rude Inſolencies and Afronts 


—of his own Subjects ; even of thoſe who had been, in 


a particular Manner, highly obliged by him; And 


' he not only forgave them himſelt, but prayed car- 


neſtly to God, to forgive them too. 

And this humble and dutiful Behaviour towards 
God, under the, ſevereſt Trials ; And this charitable 
and Chriſtian Behaviour towards Men , under the 
greateſt Provocations to Anger and Revenge, fully 
xſtified his Integrity, and pertefted his Example ; fo 
that now, from the various Accidents both of Pro- 
ſperity and Adverſity which befell him, and his Be- 
haviour 
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haviour under them, all Men, in all Eſtates, may 
be inſtructed in the Duties of their Condition ; and, 
by the Pattern of fuch a great King, and ſuch anex- 
cellent Man, may be incouraged to the Practice 
thereof. And it it had not happened to this Juſt 
Man according to the Work of the Wicked, we 
ſhould have wanted one of the moſt Excellent Ex- 
amples of Piety and Vertue that ever the World 
produced. % 

And upon theſe Grounds, I ſuppoſe, it is, that the 
Church always celebrates the Memory of Martyrs 
with Joy and Gladneſs; nay, and keeps even the 
Days of their Martyrdom, as Feſtivals, not as Faſts ; 
as Days of Rejoycing, not of Mourning ; v#z. partly, 
becauſe of the great Advantage which the Church 
reaps from the Inſtruction and Encouragement of 
their Example who have ſuffered for the Truth's 
fake; And partly, becauſe thoſe Days on which they 
ſuffered the worſt of Deaths, were even to them 
themſelves, the beſt Days of their whole Life ; the 
Days which did put a Period to all their Miſeries, 
ar give them Admittance to everlaſting Joys. 
And therefore the ancient Church, called them not 
the Days of their Death or Martyrdom, but their 
Birth Days ; becauſe, they were then delivered out 
of an evil and troubleſom World , and born again 
unto a new and endleſs Lite of unſpeakable 
Felicity ; fo that to them the Day of their Death Kcclef. 7. 1, 
was , 1n truth, much better than the Day of their 
Birth. 

And upon both theſe Accounts, we alſo might 
very well celebrate this Day of the Martyrdom of 
our late Pious and Gracious Soveraign K. CHARLEs I. 
as 
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as his Birth Day, and keep it as one of our higheſt 
Feſtivals; had he fallen, as the ancient Martyrs 
did, by the Papds of Infidels, or Strangers; or by 
any other Hands than our own. But this 1s our 
Unhappineſs, and indeed a moſt juſt Cauſe of the 
bittereſt Grief, and deepeſt Humiliation to us; that 
we can never think of his exemplary Piety and 
Goodneſs, without, at the ſame time reflecting upon 
our own great Wickedneſs ; And that the more we 
admire his Vertues, the more we muſt condemn 
our Selves, through whoſe Iniquity it thus hap- 
pened to him. 

For tho' the Juſtice of God may be eaſily clear- 
ed and vindicated in ſuffering the beſt of Men, to 
be grievouſly afflicted, to be reviled and perſecuted, 
and even to be barbarouſly murthered, by the Hands 
of the Wicked ; tho', I fay, theſe Diſpenſations of 
Providence, fo far as they are the Acts of Providence, 
are, both” juſt in themſelves, and ordained to wile 
and good Ends; this will by no means ſerve to ex- 
cuſe thoſe wicked Men, who are the Means and In- 
ſtruments of the Afﬀictions of the Righteous ; be- 
cauſe every Act 1s to be judged of by its ſelf, and 
not by the Effedts which may follow from it, . but 
are not the natural Conſequences thereof. And if 
we may not do Evil, that Good may come ; and our Dam- 
nation is juſt, it we do that which is Evil, tho' we 
deſign Good by it; as the Apoſtle Teaches, Rom. 3. 
8. much leſs may we allow our ſelves to do Evil, 
only becauſe God can bring Good out of it; and 
much more will our Damnation be juſt, if we do 
Evil with an evil Deſign, altho' God can turn our 


Injury into Good, to them to whom we meant it for 
Evil, 
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Evil, or may otherwiſe ſo order it, that it ſhall pro- 
duce very beneficial Effects to Mankind. 

For who can think that the Perſecutors of the A- 
poſtles and firſt Chriſtians were the leſs to blame, 
becauſe God, in his Wiſdom, ſo contrived it, that 
the Blood of the Martyrs became the Seed of the 
Church, and the moſt effetual means of Spreading 
Chriſtianity in the World z Or who will go about to 
excuſe from the greateſt ſin that ever was committed, 
the Betrayers and Murderers of our Lord, becauſe 


what they did,, was what God himſelf had fore-or- Aft 2. 23. 


dained for the accompliſhing the Redemption of Man- 
kind? 

And therefore, by the fame Reaſon; Altho? the 
ſufferings of our late Martyred Soveraign did, with- 
out all Doubt, conduce much to his own ſpiritual 
Advantage, and to the increaſing the Glory of 
his Celeſtial Crown; And He, by his pious Deport- 
ment under them, became an excellent Example to 
all others who are, or ſhall be called to the like ſuf- 
ferings; And while we conſider theſe Advantages 
thereof, both to him and us, we may juſtly com- 
memorate the ſame with - Joy and Thanktulneſs ; 
and might reaſonably keep this, as we do the Days of 
other Saints with Feaſting and Rejoycing; yet when 
we conlider, on the other Hand, who were the 
Means and Inſtruments of his _ Afﬀictions; this 0- 
pens quite another Scene, and brings a black Cloud 
upon this moſt glorious Day ; and juſtifies the Wi- 
dom of that Authority which has commanded us to 
keep it in a quite different manner, even with Weep- 
ing, and with Faſting, and with Mourning; bc- 
caule there 15 no Way to cxpiate a National by, 6 
193 
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but by a National Rgpentance; For tho it may cha- 
ritably be believed, nay tho' it be certainly true, that 
there was not an actual conſent of all the People (per- 
haps not of an Hundredth Part of the People ) even 
of that Generation, to this Act of great Wickedneſs 
and horrid Barbarity, by which the Proteſtant Religi- 
on hath received the greateſt Wound and Reproach, and 
the People of England the | moſt unſupportable Shame 
and Infamy ; yet when 'tis -confider'd, that it was 
done by thoſe, who had then, by the Help and A& 
ſiſtance of better meaning Men, attained to an un- 
controulable Power ; and that it was done wnder the 
Name and Authority of a Parliament ; ( tho' the Party 
which called themſelves ſo, and which paſſed the 


Ordinance for erefling that prodigious and unheard of 


Tribunal, which they called An High Court of Juſtice 


for Tryal of his Majeſty were not a tenth Part of *the 


whole) And when 'tis further conſidered, that a 
great many of thoſe, who did not give an actual 
conſent thereto by their Voices, gave too great a 
conſent thereto by their Silence, and by - their not 
endeavouring in time to hinder it; The whole Nati- 
on, I fear, can hardly be thought guiltleſs. 

Nay, and even we alſo who live now, fo many 
Years after the A is done, may yet be juſtly 
thought to give too great a conſent to it; and to be, 
in ſome ſort, Partakers with our Fathers, in the 
Guilt of ſhedding this righteous Blood ; if we can 
ſpeak of this villainous Act, or of the Preparations 
to it, without Abhorrence; Nay more, If we do 
not heartily grieve and mourn at the Remembrance 
thereof; for if you look into Fzek. 9.4, 5, 6. you 
will fee that even in the Judgment 'of God himtelt ; 


( they 
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they which do not mourn far the' ſins of others, 
and efpecially for the publick-Abominations-that rare 
done in the midſt of the City-or: Nation::to which 
they belong; are Partakers therein |! 311/27 1 

. And beſides It may ; be alſo : conſidered ; That 
tho” we,” who-live:now, : were not any: of us:of the 
number /of thoſe: that were - aQtually: concerned in 
this villiinous [AR of murthering the Lord's A- 
nointed; / being /perbaps not then-. Borny;'or- not: of 
edtmpetent Age 'to be concerned in' ſuch Matters ; 
yet tis. an vuſuslthing with God, Cand what: he 


expreſly threatned ) to wifit the Sins of the Fa- Exod: 34 7. 


thers upon the Childrev, and upon the Childrens Chit- 
dren, wnta the third, and: to the fourth Generation. And 
if he ſometimes--does this, for -private and perſonal 
fins; mach-more, may we; reaſonably think, he of- 
ten does the fame; for ſuch fins as are publick and 
national; becauſe tho' one Generation paſſes away, 
and another comes, the Nation never dies, the Na- 
tion is ſtill the fame in this Age,. that it was in the 
laſt; and will be the ſame in the next. 

And this Threatning.of God, I think, has been, in 
ſome meaſure, verified upon us. For we have al- 
ready felt many ſtroaks of the divine Vengeance, as 
we have great Reaſon to believe, upon this very Ac- 
count. Tis reaſonable, I ſay, to think this, becauſe 
ſome of the Judgments which have befallen us fince, 
have been the natural Eftets and Products of this 
Days Wickedneſs; for fuch, I think we muſt all allow 
to be, thoſe many Years of Anarchy and Confuſion 
which immediately ſucceeded this bloody Tragedy ; 
and alſo (to name no more ) thoſe diſmal Fears and 
Apprehenſions that we have ſince been in of Popery 
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and Arbitrary Power; occaſioned, in great meafure, 
by-the Expulfion of the. Royal Seed and Education 
in a. Foreign Country and Religion. 

That theſe will be the laſt Expreſtons of God's 
Anger - againſt' us for this -great fin, we hope ; 
bur ar the ame'time; we have much greater Reafor 
to fear they will not, fo long as all the ſame 'Wicked- 
neſſes do abound which have drawn down thofe ma- 
ny heavy Judgments. of God upon 'ns.- which we 
havei/already felty 'And we can have: io reafonable 
Affurance 'rhat we -fhall not be* puniſhed yer ſeven 
times more for oor Iniquities, unkefs now by a ſmcere 
R a thorough Reformation of our Lives, 

an anfeigned Hamilation' of our. Souls, and an 
utter Deteftation of all ſuch villainous Practices for 
the future, we endeavour to '/appeaſe the Anger of 
God, and to move him to Compaſſion towards us. 

This then let us do; and then let us Pray, as we 
are taught in our Litany, (and we may reafonably 
hope God will hear our Prayer) ' Remember mt,Lord, 
our Offences, nor - the Offtnces of onr Fore«Fathers ; Nez- 
ther 'take thou Fengeante of our Sins; Spare us, good 
Lord, fpare thy People, whow thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precions Blood; and bt not angry with us for ever. 
Amen, 
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